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As USA TODAY, the Nation's No. 1 Newspaper, puts it, "[Tim Berners-Lee] has been compared to

Johannes Gutenberg, who invented the printing press, which in turn changed religion, government

and science. . . . It's bizarre to even think that there is a living, breathing inventor of the Web. He's

funny and likable and about as intimidating as that Pikachu runt from my kids' Pokemon collection."

Few people can name the inventor of the World Wide Web - and that's how he prefers it. Tim

Berners-Lee - born in 1955 to parents who were computer programmers - was in the right place at

the right time. He grew up believing computers could do more than just store data, and in 1989 he

came up with a way for computers around the world to share information. His efforts developed into

what most of us use on a daily basis - the World Wide Web. Tim Berners-Lee now directs the World

Wide Web Consortium, a group that continues to ensure the Web remains free and accessible to

everyone, everywhere. He is also working to bring the Web to its full potential. "The Web," he says,

"is far from `done.' "
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Stephanie Sammartino McPherson is a former high school English teacher who lives in Midlothian,

Virginia, but also calls California home. McPherson is the author of many Lerner Publishing Group

bios, including Albert Einstein, Liberty or Death: A Story about Patrick Henry, and Jonas Salk:

Conquering Polio (A NSTA/CBC Outstanding Science Trade Book For Children and a SSLI Book

Awards Honor Book).
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